
Special Session of the Maryland General Assemby Convenes, Made in Maryland Clean Energy, Residential Solar Array
Results in Dramatic Energy Savings and more...

Special Session Highlights

The Special Session of  the General Assembly  ended

Wednesday  with passage of  two key  rev enue bills designed to

prov ide enough rev enues to of f set the so-called “doomsday

budget” that went into ef f ect when the regular session ended in

April.  As expected, MEA’s budget and programs remained

largely  intact. As introduced, MEA’s budget was reduced by

almost 40% as a hedge against declining rev enues f rom the

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiativ e which f unds MEA as MEA

does not receive general funds. The General Assembly

understood the state’s commitment to clean energy

dev elopment in Mary land and approv ed Gov ernor O’Malley ’s FY

2013 budget without any  signif icant changes. In addition to

support f or MEA’s budget, the General Assembly  allocated $25

million f or energy  ef f iciency  upgrades or renewables in new

and/or renov ated schools in Mary land. MEA also won approv al

to start using a portion of  the f unds f rom the recent

Constellation/Exelon merger to begin the geotechnical and

geophy sical exploration of  the outer continental shelf  to

adv ance f uture of f shore wind dev elopment.
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Garage-top solar panels to

sav e BWI $400K - Maryland

Gazette
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Since receiv ing a MEA Clean Energy  Economic Dev elopment

Initiativ e (CEEDI) grant, Columbia-based Adv anced Technology

& Research Corporation's sun-tracking solar power sy stem,

which boosts panel ef f iciency  by  as much as 45 percent ov er

f ixed installations, has been racking up sav ings f or Mary landers

all across the state. On May  5th, a ribbon-cutting was held at

the Columbia Association's dedication of  12 twin-panel

sun-tracking dev ices, which will prov ide clean, home-grown

energy  f or CA’s Riv er Hill Neighborhood Center and Pool. A

sy stem this size could supply  the av erage home with 80% of  its

total electrical needs and pay  f or itself  in about six y ears with

current State and Federal incentiv e programs. Next week,

Howard County ’s f irst high-ef f iciency, sun-tracking electric

v ehicle (EV) solar charging station, also manuf actured by  ATR,

will be dedicated at a Clarksv ille Chev rolet dealership. Truly,

Mary land companies like ATR that are charging f orward with

clean energy  innov ation are giv ing new meaning to "Made in

Mary land".

Smart Energy Investment Map Now
Online
Ev er wonder how many  residential solar installations there are in

y our neighborhood? Want to know where y ou can charge y our

electric v ehicle?

implement energy

ef f iciency  upgrades and

install renewable energy

sy stems.

The Mary land Energy

Administration assists

Mary land citizens and

businesses sav e money

through smart inv estments

to obtain real results in

energy  ef f iciency,

renewable energy, and

conserv ation. MEA f uels the

creation of  green jobs by

prov iding f unds and

resources to expand the use

and av ailability  of  clean,

saf e energy  in Mary land.
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Visit MEA’s interactiv e Smart Energy  Inv estment Map, and tour

MEA’s renewable and energy  ef f iciency  inv estments in

Mary land.

Montgomery County

Couple Improves

Energy Efficiency and

Generates Clean,

Renewable Energy

Jim Russ has been a

passionate adv ocate of

sustainable liv ing f or more

than 70 y ears. Read more

about his dramatic energy

sav ings and the installation

of  a 2.3 kW solar array  on

his Montogmery  Village

home.

Are you an

organization looking

for energy savings

and upgrades?

MEA has low cost loans

av ailable that would sav e

most f acilities ov er 20%,

which ensure that the

monthly  sav ings exceed the

loan repay ments. Eligible

organizations include

non-prof it organizations,

local gov ernments and

businesses interested in

energy  ef f iciency  and

conserv ation improv ements.

To learn more, please v isit

the Lawton Loan Program.
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